
Putting Community into Distributed 
Wind Generation

Lisa Daniels,
Windustry Executive Director

Renewable Energy Vermont
Panel: Building Resilient Communities

May 15, 2008



Outline

Â About Windustry

Â Community wind: What is it?

Â Benefits

Â Moving Community Wind out of the 
Midwest

Â A few success stories



Who is Windustry?

Â ñWindustry promotes progressive renewable energy 
solutions and empowers communities to develop wind 
energy as an environmentally sustainable, community-
owned asset. Through member supported outreach, 
education and advocacy we work to remove the barriers to 
broad community ownership of wind energy.



Windustry

Â Increasing wind energy opportunities for rural economic 
benefit.

Â Non-profit organization based in Minneapolis, MN - work 
locally, regionally and nationally

Â www.Windustry.org

Â Focus on landowner/community options

Â Wind Farmers Network 

Â National Community Wind Energy Conference



Windustry Resources:
Community Wind Toolbox



Landowner Options

Â Lease your land to a wind project

ü Local project

ü External developer

Â Be a partner in a community wind 
project

Â Put up a residential or farm size wind 
turbine for your own power



What is Community Wind?

Working Definition:

Â Locally owned, commercial-scale wind 
projects that optimize local benefits.  

Å Locally owned means that members of the 
local community have a significant direct 
financial stake in the project other than 
through land lease payments, tax revenue, or 
other payments in lieu of taxes.



Who qualifies as local?

Â We have seen several definitions

Â Some states define 

ü local owners must pay income taxes in the 
state or

Â Federal side - often uses geography -

ü i.e. local owners must live within 200 miles 
of project 



What is not in the 
Community Wind Definition?

Size of project



Benefits of Community Wind

All the benefits of large wind development, 
plus:

Â Greater stimulation of local economies
Â Increased local energy independence
Â Increased competition in energy markets
Â Greater acceptance of wind power



New Map Coming soon
Check website www.windustry.org



MN & IA Have History of Support 
for CW Through Public Policy

Â Utility resource acquisition requirements

Â Renewable Energy Standard  (RES)

Â Renewable Development Fund

Â Production Incentives

Â Small Wind Energy Tariff

Â Department of Commerce and USDA Grants

Â Community-Based Energy Development Tariff

Â State Production Tax Credit

Â State Loan and grant programs



Moving Community Wind 
outside the Midwest

ÂNGOôs, Farm Org.s, Legal counsel, 
financiers, elected officials

Â Mass.  

Â Oregon

Â Colorado

Â NY, NC, PA, NJ, RI, ME, and more in 
the works 



Moving Community Wind Out of the Midwest: 
Community Wind Energy 2008 in Albany, NY


